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Slippery When Wet  
“To Carry This Message To Alcoholics And To Practice These Principles In All Our Affairs” 

“Honey, why do you 

drink like that? Why 

can’t you just have a 

few and come home? 

Why do you have to get 

drunk?”  The raw an-

guish in my wife’s 

voice cut into my con-

sciousness like a hot 

knife. It was the same 

question I had heard 

over and over through 

the drinking episodes I 

had splattered like rot-

ten tomatoes across the 

two decades of our mar-

riage. And my answer 

was just the same as it 

had always been: “I just 

don’t know. I’m so sor-

ry but I just don’t 

know.”  “I just feel like 

I’m lost, like I’ve lost 

my way and am in the 

wilderness somewhere 

and can’t seem to find 

my way back.” I uttered 

those words to my lov-

ing wife on a Saturday 

morning in July 1982 as 

I tried desperately to 

explain why I had 

stopped after work for a 

couple of beers the 

night before but ended 

up eight hours later sit-

ting drunk outside a bar 

in Bossier City, Louisi-

ana, waiting for her to 

come take me home. It 

has been a long time 

now since I spoke those 

tortured – but brutally 

honest – words that 

came from some dark 

reservoir of anguish, 

self-loathing and re-

morse that had filled 

my insides.  But I can 

remember the moment 

as if it were yesterday – 

and it still gives me a 

sick feeling. It wasn’t 

the first time that kind 

of incident had hap-

pened. My periodic 

binges of drinking had 

begun when I was in 

my early teens living in 

a small town in country 

Idaho. At first, they 

were a typical part of 

the experience of grow-

ing up in a small rural 

town: underage teens 

getting drunk on week-

ends on beer or the oc-

casional hard liquor 

supplied by an indul-

gent adult. In my case 

the occasional drunken 

binges continued 

through the final three 

years of high school.  

Even then the frequent-

ly lengthy periods of 

abstinence somehow 

disguised the real prob-

lem. Once I took the 

first drink, I wouldn’t 

stop until something 

outside of me inter-

vened. Only when I so-

bered up would I realize 

the wreckage I had cre-

ated. Then I would find 

myself begging for-

giveness from my par-

ents, pledging to never 

do it again and trying to 

explain why I had 

drunk myself into an 

alcoholic stupor, why 

my personality when I 

was drunk was totally 

different that when I 

was sober.  Today I 

know it was the classic 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 

Hyde alcoholic behav-

ior I have learned about 

in the AA program. 

Back then, it just seems 

like I had no real will 

power. If only I had 

known, it was just the 

beginning of 25 years 

of ever more frequent 

episodes of alcoholic 

drinking. I cannot count 

the number of times my 

sprees ended after I had 

disgraced myself and 

humiliated my family.  

Begging my wife and 

children to forgive me, 

making solemn promis-

es to never do it again 

and then doing it again 

became a dreaded inter-

vention in our other-

wise normal family and 

work life. As time 

passed, the intervals 

began to become closer 

together and repeated 

instances of terrible im-

moral behavior were 

added to the mix of 

wreckage I brought 

down upon those I 

loved. And yet through 

it all, I simply could not 

answer the simple ques-

tion my wife begged me 

to answer: Why?  With 

years of failure to stop 

drinking as evidence, I 

the only explanation I 

could come up with was 
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that the things that good, moral 

people are born with had been 

left out of me. The resulting des-

pair I felt left me contemplating 

suicide for the first time in my 

life. My alcohol problem was 

shielded from my understanding 

by the façade that I had built to 

house it. I had suffered none of 

the outward signs that often 

identify people as having an al-

cohol problem. I never lost a 

job, was seemingly happily mar-

ried with two wonderful daugh-

ters.  I had never been arrested – 

although I risked it by adding 

marijuana to the mix a couple of 

times and should have been ar-

rested more times than I can 

count for drunken driving. My 

job never suffered, and my ca-

reer path was always upwards. I 

had the things that good, moral 

people are born with had been 

left out of me. The resulting des-

pair I felt left me contemplating 

suicide for the first time in my 

life. My alcohol problem was 

shielded from my understanding 

by the façade that I had built to 

house it. I had suffered none of 

the outward signs that often 

identify people as having an al-

cohol problem. I never lost a 

job, was seemingly happily mar-

ried with two wonderful daugh-

ters.  I had never been arrested – 

although I risked it by adding 

marijuana to the mix a couple of 

times and should have been ar-

rested more times than I can 

count for drunken driving. My 

job never suffered, and my ca-

reer path was always upwards. I 

had With the help of my higher 

power and others in the program 

I have forged a new way of liv-

ing based on AA program prin-

ciples. I have attempted to clean 

up the wreckage of my alcoholic 

past by making direct amends 

where I could and by making 

(and continuing to make) living 

amends where they were more 

appropriate. Along the way that 

big bag of self-loathing and re-

morse has dwindled to an occa-

sional 10th step mid-course cor-

rection. It hasn’t been easy. At 

times I think I have failed more 

times than my ego will permit 

me to say, but I keep trying. Af-

ter all, isn’t it progress, not per-

fection? Some of us are just 

slower than others.  One thing I 

do know for certain is that as 

long as I don’t drink and keep 

trying, I have a chance. In return 

I have been given a life beyond 

anything I could have ever 

dreamed. Not in material things, 

but in the love of my family. My 

beloved wife and I last June cel-

ebrated our 58th wedding anni-

versary.  I have found in her a 

love greater than any I could 

have dreamed possible. I’ll 

make an embarrassing confes-

sion here: In the beginning, I 

always wondered if Bill W’s 

hospital room spiritual experi-

ence really did happen the way 

it is described. I no long need to 

wonder. I know now that mine 

happened to me in the front seat 

of my car on a Saturday morn-

ing in July 1982.  No smoke, no 

wind blowing through me, no 

feeling of calm and serenity. 

Just a moment in which I spoke 

aloud the answer to the question 

that I could never answer before. 

Why did I drink the way I did?  

Because my name is Dick, and I 

am an alcoholic. 

Submitted By Dick L.  



3 



4 



5 



6 

 NOW AVAILABLE An App for literature. 

Get it on the TVICO.net website. Simply scan the QR code. 

Have immediate access to AA pamphlets, The Big Book and the 

12 x 12 plus more! Link to website here 

Brought to you by your Treasure Valley Intergroup Central Office. 

 

https://chief-stream-5535.glideapp.io/
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1111 S. Orchard St. Suite 180 

Boise Idaho 83705 

Phone 208.344.6611  

AA Hotline 208.344.6611 

Email 

tvcentraloffice@gmail.com 

Hotline Chair Email 

treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com  

TVICO Website 

tvico.net 

Idaho Area 18 Website 

www.idahoarea18aa.org 

Slippery When Wet Email 

editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com  

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday  10am to 5pm 

Saturday 10am to 3pm 

If your meeting has been canceled due to Coronavirus let us know and if you've 

set up a tele-conference meeting or a zoom video meeting we will post it here. 

Let us know by emailing tvcentraloffice@gmail.com. 

 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF TREASURE VALLEY AA IN-PERSON MEETINGS CLICK HERE  

mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com
mailto:treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com
Https://tvico.net
http://www.idahoarea18aa.org
mailto:Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com
mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com
https://tvico.net/a-a-meetings-in-the-treasure-valley/
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Monday – Friday 11AM to 5PM 

 

Saturday 10AM to 1PM 

 

Saturdays will be staffed by a volunteer.  If you’re 

looking for service work please contact Central  

Office 208-344-6611 or email  

tvcentraloffice@gmail.com 

mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com


9 

Practical experience shows that nothing will so much insure immunity 

from drinking as intensive work with other alcoholics. It works when other 
activities fail.  

- Pg. 89, Working With Others. 
 
 
 

BE THERE WHEN THE STILL SUFFERING ALCOHOLIC CALLS. 

 

SIGN UP NOW TO BE ON THE  

12TH STEP CALL LIST FOR THE 
TREASURE VALLEY. 

 

When a still suffering alcoholic reaches out for help, hotline volunteers need 
someone in the fellowship to take their experience, strength and hope. 

 

Sign up today! 

 

Email the hotline chair:  tvhotline@gmail.com 

 

Call the Central Office:  208-344-6611 

 

More Information online:  www.tvico.net select the Service Opportunities 

mailto:tvhotline@gmail.com
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           Want To Help Another Alcoholic? 
Join Us In Our 

2021 Carry The Message Project 
Give Grapevine or La Viña To An Alcoholic In Need 

 

3 EASY WAYS! 

I f  y o u k no w t he  f u l l  na me  a nd  t he  ma i l i ng  a dd res s  o f  t he  re c i p ie nt :  
 

Give a Gift Subscription to a friend, a sponsee, doctor’s offices or for giveaways at anniversaries or 
events at your homegroup, district, or area level. 

 

F ol low t hese  s teps :  

 

Go to store.aagrapevine.org. 

Click on the Gift Subscriptions box. 

Click on the Red Gift Bag icon for the type of gift subscription you want to give. 

Click on “Go to the products page.” 

Click on the number of Gift subscriptions you want to purchase 

(1 gift or 2). 

Enter your information, the recipient’s information and your payment 
information. 

Click on the Process Order button. You’re done! 

 

Not e:  Th e  f i rs t  ren ewa l  not i ce s  wi l l  b e  sen t  t o  you  an d  i f  t he re  i s  no  re -
spon se ,  t he  la s t  one s  wi l l  b e  s en t  t o  t he  re c ip ien t .  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://store.aagrapevine.org/
http://www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message
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If you do not know full name and the mailing address of the recipient and want Grapevine to 

select an alcoholic in need from the requests, we have received. 

Give a Carry the Message Gift Certificate to someone you do not know  

(such as an alcoholic in prison). 

Fo l low t he se  s t ep s:  
 

Go to store.aagrapevine.org. 

Click on the Gift Certificate box. 

Click the Buy button of the appropriate Carry the Message Gift Certificate option and you 
will be taken to a page showing our quantity discounts (at the bottom). 

Enter the number of gift certificates that you want and click the Buy button. (For multiple 
gift certificates, the discount will automatically be applied). 

Click Checkout and enter your order and payment information. 

When you click the Confirm button, you will get an order confirmation email and the gift 
certificate will be sent to you as an individual email. 

Forward the gift certificate to EA@aagrapevine.org and we will redeem it for someone who 
has requested a subscription but can’t afford one. (If you have purchased multiple gift  certif-
icates, select all of them and use the Forward as Attachment option, so you only have to 
send us one email). 

 

Note:  Your inf ormat ion wi l l  not  be  connec ted to the  s ubscrip-
t ion record and a l l  renewal  not ices  wil l  be  sent d irec tly  to the  

rec ip ient.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://store.aagrapevine.org/
mailto:EA@aagrapevine.org
http://www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message
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If you do not know full name and the mailing address of the recipient and would like to give 
them a gift certificate for them   to redeem themselves for a subscription (example: A 

newcomer in your group.) 

 

Give a Carry the Message Gift Certificate to a newcomer or someone in your group. 

 

Fo l low t he se  s t ep s:  
 

Go to store.aagrapevine.org. 

Click on the Gift Certificate box. 

Click the Buy button of the appropriate Carry the Message Gift Certificate option and 
you will be taken to a page showing our quantity discounts (at the bottom). 

Enter the number of gift certificates that you want and click the Buy button. (For multi-
ple gift certificates, the discount will automatically be applied). 

Click Checkout and enter your order and payment information. 

When you click the Confirm button, you will get an order confirmation email and the 
gift certificate will be sent to you as an individual email. 

Print and hand the Gift Certificate or email Gift Certificate to the individual(s) you wish to 
donate a subscription to and  they will be able to redeem the gift certificate code and   
enter their information themselves on the store: store.aagrapevine.org/to-redeem-your-
gift-certificate. 

https://store.aagrapevine.org/
https://store.aagrapevine.org/to-redeem-your-gift-certificate
https://store.aagrapevine.org/to-redeem-your-gift-certificate
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Treasure Valley Intergroup 

Meeting Minutes 

The Second Thursday in the Month of: December 2020 

 

I. Opening 

· Moment of Silence 

· Serenity Prayer 

· Twelve Traditions- Stan 

· Statement of Purpose- Scott 

II. In attendance:  

· Scott H., Margo N., Stan N., Jordan K., Lori., Kimmie P., Melissa., Will G., Barbara U., Jo-

anne E., Brad M., Aaron P., Jason S. 

III. Birthdays:   

· Jason S. 5 YEARS!!!!!!! 

IV. Secretary’s Report- Will G. 

· Kimmie motioned to approve the minutes 

o Jason Seconded the motion 

o Motion passed unanimously 

V. Treasurer’s Report- Audrey M.  

· Intergroup has $1000 

· Stan motioned to accept the report 

o Will Seconded 

o Motion passed unanimously 

VI. Assistant Intergroup Chair/Entertainment Chair – Scott H. 

· Social fundraising ideas are being floated around 

VII. Intergroup Chair- Joanne E. 

• No report 

VIII. Slippery When Wet Editor- Jason S. 

· December issue ready for distribution 

· SWW has 354 digital subscribers 
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• To subscribe to the newsletter, please email: 

editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com  

IX. Hotline- Bill Y./ Brad M. 

·  

X. T.S.N.A.C. Representative- Kimmie P. 

· GSO is still bleeding money so donations for GSO or even GrapeVine will be greatly appreciat-

ed.  

· Lots of virtual meetings happening due to the current state of things. January Area Committee 

meeting upcoming, which will be virtual. 

· Treasurer’s Report - Christine S. 

o Beginning Balance - $6613.57 

b. Pink Can Donations - $150.00 

c. Donations - $102.50 (25% or $25.63 diverted to Pink Can) 

d. Expenses $2399.23 (storage, 4th Qtr Book Order, Checks, Zoom 

Account, Thank you Cards) 

e. Ending balance - $4466.84 

· Corrections Report - Robert R. 

o Nov 30th, will be starting Zoom meetings from Mon - Thurs. from 1:00 

to 2:00. Will send out invitations for volunteers. This is for women only. This is at the 

Work furlough center. 

· Workshops 

o New workshop at Meridian Bowling alley is in the planning for January. There is an hour 

per workshop allocated, Treatment, BTG and then TSNAC overall. They are not masking 

up when they attend therefore Robert will get volunteers among the people that attend 

meetings there. 

XI. C.P.C./P.I. Representative- Jordan K. 

· Treasurer’s report: 

o Resting balance of $2114.21 

· CPC/PI West: Steve has nothing to report, other than staying in touch with Wood River CPC/PI 

group. 

· Old Business: 

o Community Resource Information Fair 

o Linda, Avalon, and Janelle attended 
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o Not many attendees 

o Had good potential 

o For those coming out of incarcerations, or institutions 

 

· Clergy letters: 

o Linda is getting ready to send hers out 

· Anna, and Jordan got theirs started 

· New Business: 

o Roni works with recovery, and will keep us in the loop 

o We will check with UI Law if they would like a presentation 

o We just missed ICAAD this year, will try for next year 

o Will check with previous venues if zoom is an option 

 

XII. B.A.C.Y.P.A.A. Representative- Vacant 

XIII. Individual Group Announcements 

XIV. T.V.I.C.O. Financial Breakdown- Audrey M. 

· See attachment 

XV. Steering Committee Report- Joanne E. 

·  

XVI. Store Report- Margo N. 

· Margo is moving 

o Change of hours 

§ 01 Jan – 04 Jan 

§ 11-5 M-F 

§ 10-1 Sat. 

· Volunteers are needed at Central Office! Give ‘em a jingle (, they would be happy to hear from 

you! 

• TVICO sales are down this year vs. last. 

· Incredible donations from both Groups and individuals helping TVICO stay out of the red. 

XVII. Unfinished Business 
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· None 

XVIII. New Business. 

· Zoom® Account 

o Joanne has been using her own Zoom® account to host our monthly meetings and 

her subscription expires very soon.  

§ Stan made a motion for Intergroup to create a Zoom® account 

· Will seconded the motion 

· Motion passed unanimously 

XIX. Adjournment 

· Motion:  Will 

· Second: Kimmie 

· Meeting Adjourned at: 7:07pm 
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Have the monthly issues emailed 
to you directly, 

 no cost, no trouble. 

Just send your email address to 
the editors desk. 

Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com 
 

Get the Slippery When Wet 
Newsletter on your 

computer screen, mobile 
phone, tablet! 

mailto:Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com

