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Slippery When Wet  
“To Carry This Message To Alcoholics And To Practice These Principles In All Our Affairs” 

An originator of Cleveland's Group No. 

3, this one fought Prohibition in vain. 

Clarence had his last drink on February 

11, 1938, according to the article he 

wrote for the A.A. Grapevine November 

1968 issue. Fifteen months later he orga-

nized the first Cleveland group. Clarence 

was born on December 26, 1902, in 

Cleveland, Ohio, the youngest of three 

brothers. He dropped out of high school 

at fourteen, after his father's death, and 

went to work. He later took many night 

courses studying economics, business, 

credits, and collections. This prepared 

him for later employment at the City 

National Bank in Cleveland, from which 

he was fired for alcoholism at the age of 

thirty-two. It was not the only job from 

which he had been fired. After holding 

good positions, making better than aver-

age income for over ten years, he was 

bankrupt in every way. He was in debt, 

he had no clothes to speak of, no money, 

no friends, and no one any longer tolerat-

ed him except his wife, not even his son 

or the saloonkeepers. He was unemploy-

able. He said in a talk he gave in 1965 

that he couldn't even get a job with the 

WPA. His wife, Dorothy, who worked 

for an employment agency, couldn't even 

get him a job. Then Dorothy heard of a 

doctor in Akron who had been successful 

in treating alcoholics. She offered him 

the alternative of going to see Dr. Bob or 

her leaving for good. He agreed and that 

was the turning point in his life. He en-

tered the hospital (after first going on a 

three-day drunk). While in the hospital a 

plan for living was explained to him, a 

simple plan that he found great joy and 

happiness in following. He became an 

enthusiastic 12th stepper, literally drag-

ging prospects for A.A. off bar stools. 

Clarence started the first A.A. group in 

Cleveland in 1939, in part because some 

Roman Catholic priests in Cleveland 

were refusing to let Catholics attend the 

Oxford Group meeting in Akron. This 

was the first group to use the name Alco-

holics Anonymous. Nell Wing, Bill Wil-

son's long-time secretary, said that Bill 

had been using the name since 1938 in 

letters and a pamphlet, but on this slender 

basis, Clarence forever claimed to have 

founded A.A. Dorothy also was very 

active and did much to help A.A. in 

Cleveland. They were divorced before 

Clarence was drafted into the Army in 

1942. Dorothy and their son moved to 

California. Unfortunately, Clarence had 

an abrasive personality, and as one of his 

friends said, you either loved him or hat-

ed him. According to Nell Wing, had he 

not been so abrasive he probably would 

have been considered a co-founder of 

A.A. When Clarence left Cleveland for 

military service a farewell party was held 

for him and he was presented with a 

wristwatch as a gift from all the West 

Side groups who acclaimed him for his 

pioneer work in Cleveland and particu-

larly on the West Side. In a letter from 

basic training, Private Snyder said the 

going was rough, and he wished he were 

fifteen or twenty years younger. He sup-

plied his address at Fort Knox, Kentucky, 

for anyone who wished to write him, and 

said he missed the association of the 

groups and was looking for other A.A. 

members in Kentucky. He became very 

hostile toward Bill Wilson. He opposed 

the traditions and continued to use his 

full name in public. He led a small group 

to oppose the Conference and the Gen-

eral Service Office. After the war he 

married his second wife, Selma, who 

worked at the Deaconess Hospital, where 

her father was the director. Clarence of-

ten took alcoholics there to sober them 

up. Clarence and Selma moved to St. 

Petersburg, Florida. Eventually they di-

vorced. Clarence then married his third 

wife, Grace (also an A.A. member), and 

joined her as a member of the Assembly 

of God Church in Winter Park. They did 

much A.A. work together and conducted 

many religious retreats. Unlike Bill Wil-

son, he always used his full name in pub-

lic, and was honored with several prestig-

ious awards for public service during his 

life, which he did not hesitate to accept. 

He remained very active in A.A., and his 

A.A. work became increasingly Christian 

fundamentalist in nature. He and Grace 

lived at 142 S. Lake Triplet Drive in Cas-

selberry, Florida, until his death on 

March 22, 1984. He was buried in Cam-

eron Cemetery in Cameron, North Caro-

lina, in Grace's family plot. 

Clarence H. Snyder  

Original Manuscript, p. 274 in 1st 

edition, p. 297 in 2nd and 3rd edi-

tions  
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February 4, 2021 

Dear Conference members, Intergroups and Central Offices, 
 

The Board of Directors of A.A. World Services wishes each and every member of our Fellowship and their loved ones the 

happiest New Year. As we reflect back on the extraordinary events that we all have been experiencing it is with hearts full of 

gratitude that we say thank you to each and every group and member for all of the spectacular work of carrying the message 

to the still-suffering alcoholic that has taken place in these difficult times. 

For many, this meant pivoting our groups to be online. For some, greeters became temperature screeners, enthusiastically 

encouraging mask use. In many of our meetings the coffee maker position went away and the online meeting host position 

appeared. As our many local A.A. offices met unsure financial outlooks, groups across the U.S. and Canada figured out how 

to make their Seventh Tradition support digital and supported one another as a whole. Service workers across the Fellowship 

worked from home, often tired and understaffed. As the pandemic pushed surges in binge drinking to new heights, our 

groups met the challenge head on and introduced a new generation of alcoholics to our program who have been sober for 

months now and have never even experienced an in-person meeting. The best is surely yet to come. 

In the early months of 2020, many would not have imagined we could carry our message as fully, as far and as freely as we 

have online in the last 9-10 months. Some would have actively argued it could not be done. As a society, A.A. has never 

faced these challenges before. With no historical reference point for us to look to, after 85 years we faced a new pioneering 

period. 

A.A. members everywhere responded, adapted, and met calamity with serenity. We are a resilient lot. We have seen clearly 

that the message of A.A. and the lifesaving experience of our membership need not be limited by time, space, or custom. We 

are held up by 36 spiritual principles in our Steps, Traditions, and Concepts that we can absolutely rely on to guide us 

through any uncertainty or challenge ahead. 

We understand more clearly today the importance of prudence and why we keep a reserve. We have new appreciation for 

group conscience and its ability to be found even over great distances. Our primary purpose served to keep us unified and as 

a buoy in uncertain times where being of service to others has helped us through the storm. The evidence of these events 

over the last year make clear that our legacies of Unity, Service, and Recovery remain strong. We as a board are rejuvenated 

with hope for a new year ahead and all the great opportunity that awaits as the world begins the slow process of recovery 

from the pandemic. 

Covid-19 has brought very hard, and sometimes tragic events to many among us and around us. In taking stock, these cir-

cumstances have forced a crack in our rigidity and created light where before there was only a glimmer. If we leave room for 

that light to grow and adhere steadfastly to our principles, we can confidently face any uncertainty ahead. 

As we continue meeting this challenge and those ahead, let us together continue to "grow in understanding and effective-

ness," constantly working toward ensuring that any person needing the message of Alcoholics Anonymous can find it, and 

that together we preserve that message for the generations of alcoholics still to come. 

Yours in service, 

Beau B., Chairperson 

A.A.W.S. Board 
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The 2021 Super Chili Cookoff and Super-

bowl viewing party was a smash hit. With 
many different chili submissions, Jason S. 

won first prize a $50.00 gift card with his 

yummy in the tummy chili. Gary R. placed 
second with his Phat Boy chili. With his sec-

ond-place finish Gary took home a $35.00 

gift. Vera R. finished 3rd with her Serenity 
chili. Its worth noting that Gary R. beat out 

Vera R. by one marble. Donations of food 

included taquitos, home made corn bread and 
carrot cake. The crowd watched the big game 

on the movie sized projection screen. Tom 

Brady proved once again he is the G.O.A.T. 
(greatest of all time) as the Tampa Bay Buc-

caneers defeated the Kansas City Chiefs 31-

9. Super thanks to Dog Pile men’s group for 
putting on this event. They were able to raise 

$209 for G.S.O. Big thanks to all the volun-

teers who pitched in. A special thanks to the 
Alano Club for providing the venue. 

Rarely have we seen a person fail who has 
thoroughly followed our path. Those who do 
not recover are people who cannot or will not 
completely give themselves to this simple 
program, usually men and women who are 
constitutionally incapable of being honest 
with themselves. There are such unfortunates. 
They are not at fault; they seem to have been 
born that way. They are naturally incapable of 
grasping and developing a manner of living 
which demands rigorous honesty. Their 
chances are less than average. There are 
those, too, who suffer from grave emotional 
and mental disorders, but many of them do 
recover if they have the capacity to be honest. 
Our stories disclose in a general way what we 
used to be like, what happened, and what we 
are like now. If you have decided, you want 
what we have and are willing to go to any 
length to get it -- then you are ready to take 
certain steps. - The Big Book of Alcoholics 
Anonymous  

Trying to pray is praying, even when we 
aren't sure exactly what God wants from us. 
Trying means we have the desire to com-
municate with the Divine Source. Even if no 
words come, just hitting your knees means a 
prayer has occurred. my healing begins in 
kneeling. Daily quote from 'The Pocket 
Sponsor' 

Many of us exclaimed, "What an order! I 
can't go through with it." Do not be dis-
couraged. No one among us has been able 
to maintain anything like perfect adherence 
to these principles. We are not saints. The 
point is, that we are willing to grow along 
spiritual lines. The principles we have set 
down are guides to progress. We claim 
spiritual progress rather than spiritual per-
fection. Our description of the alcoholic, 
the chapter to the agnostic, and our person-
al adventure before and after make clear 
three pertinent ideas:  
 

(a) That we were alcoholic and could not 
manage our own lives.  

(b) That probably no human power could 
have relieved our alcoholism. 

(c) That God could and would if He were 
sought.  Big Book Chapter 5 
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1111 S. Orchard St. Suite 180 

Boise Idaho 83705 

Phone 208.344.6611  

AA Hotline 208.344.6611 

Email 

tvcentraloffice@gmail.com 

Hotline Chair Email 

treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com  

TVICO Website 

tvico.net 

Idaho Area 18 Website 

www.idahoarea18aa.org 

Slippery When Wet Email 

editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com  

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday  10am to 5pm 

Saturday 10am to 3pm 

If your meeting has been canceled due to Coronavirus let us know and if you've 

set up a tele-conference meeting or a zoom video meeting we will post it here. 

Let us know by emailing tvcentraloffice@gmail.com. 

 

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF TREASURE VALLEY AA IN-PERSON MEETINGS CLICK HERE  

mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com
mailto:treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com
Https://tvico.net
http://www.idahoarea18aa.org
mailto:Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com
mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com
https://tvico.net/a-a-meetings-in-the-treasure-valley/
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 NOW AVAILABLE An App for literature. 

Get it on the TVICO.net website. Simply scan the QR code. 

Have immediate access to AA pamphlets, The Big Book and the 

12 x 12 plus more! Link to website here 

Brought to you by your Treasure Valley Intergroup Central Office. 

 

https://chief-stream-5535.glideapp.io/
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Practical experience shows that nothing will so much insure immunity 

from drinking as intensive work with other alcoholics. It works when other 
activities fail.  

- Pg. 89, Working With Others. 
 
 
 

BE THERE WHEN THE STILL SUFFERING ALCOHOLIC CALLS. 

 

SIGN UP NOW TO BE ON THE  

12TH STEP CALL LIST FOR THE 
TREASURE VALLEY. 

 

When a still suffering alcoholic reaches out for help, hotline volunteers need 
someone in the fellowship to take their experience, strength and hope. 

 

Sign up today! 

 

Email the hotline chair:  treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com 

 

 

Call the Central Office:  208-344-6611 

 

mailto:treasurevalleyhotline@gmail.com
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Treasure Valley Intergroup 

Meeting Minutes 

The Second Thursday in the Month of: January 2021 

 

I. Opening 

• Moment of Silence 

• Serenity Prayer 

• Twelve Traditions- Margo 

• Statement of Purpose- Scott 

II. In attendance:  

• Chuck C. Stan N., Scott H., Margo N., Will G., Bill Y., Brad M., Audrey M., Jordan K., Barba-

ra U., Melissa P., Joanne E. 

III. Birthdays:   

 

IV. Secretary’s Report- Will G. 

• Scott made a motion to accept the minutes as written 

o Bill Seconded the motion 

o Motion passed unanimously 

V. Treasurer’s Report- Audrey M.  

• Intergroup has $1313.72 

• Will made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report 

o Stan seconded the motion 

o Motion passed unanimously 

VI. Assistant Intergroup Chair/Entertainment Chair – Scott H. 

• Founder’s Day WILL happen.  

o The date for the event is 12 June 2021 

VII. Intergroup Chair- Joanne E. 

• No report 
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VIII. Slippery When Wet Editor- Jason S. 

· Absent 

· To subscribe to the newsletter, please email: 

editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com  

IX. Hotline- Bill Y./ Brad M. 

· 4th and 5th Thursdays need to be filled 

X. T.S.N.A.C. Representative- Kimmie P. 

· Absent 

XI. C.P.C./P.I. Representative- Jordan K. 

· No report 

XII. B.A.C.Y.P.A.A. Representative- Vacant 

XIII. Individual Group Announcements 

XIV. T.V.I.C.O. Financial Breakdown- Audrey M. 

· See attachment 

XV. Steering Committee Report- Joanne E. 

· No report 

XVI. Store Report- Margo N. 

· Store staffing 

o Saturdays are filled by volunteers 

§ If you would like to volunteer for a Saturday position at Central Office please 

contact Margo 

o NEW LITERATURE APP!!! 

§ This app is still a work in progress 

§ See flyer in Slippery When Wet 

· Not signed up for a free digital copy? 

o Email: Central Office 

XVII. Unfinished Business 

· None 

 

XVIII. New Business. 

mailto:tvcentraloffice@gmail.com.
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· Grapevine subscription 

o Intergroup typically furnishes a copy of Grapevine in the Central Office  

§ Renewal notice arrived with options of one, two, or three years 

· Three-year subscription cheapest per issue 

· Bill made a motion to purchase the three-year subscription 

o Will seconded the motion 

o Motion passed unanimously 

 

XIX. Adjournment 

· Motion:  Will 

· Second: Scott 

· Meeting Adjourned at: 6:51pm  

 
The Fifth Saturday Of Each Month 1pm To  

3pm Sunday Afternoon  
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STEP THREE                                                                                                                   

(A Decision and a Prayer) 

For some years I assumed the decision of turning my will and life over to “God as I under-

stood Him” took place when I prayed the well-known prayer on page 63.  But in retrospect, I discovered that my de-

cision had already been made!   The bottom paragraph of page 62 reminded me: “next we decided in this drama of 

life that God was going to be our director.”  The decision was made before the prayer! The Big Book states that 

the astounding promises on page 63 begin to happen right away (before the prayer). My sponsor allowed near-zero 

time between the decision and the prayer. Immediately following Step Two we prayed the Third step prayer together.  

Those promises began to manifest shortly thereafter and have continued to this day!   I especially appreciate the 

promise of being reborn. This means to me that I can now see and act on the truth in drink.  I have not had to drink 

alcohol since! 

    I like the saying: “I can’t. God can!  I’ll ask Him to help me.”  And I would like to add: NOW.  

    The Third Step decision, followed by a prayer-of-askance, does not provide a comprehensive assurance of contin-

uing sobriety. A decision minus action is only an intention. Half measures availed us nothing.  Someone said: “God 

will help you with the steps, but He won’t do them for you.” We are told: “This was only a beginning.” Then we are 

told to launch out on a course of vigorous action. This, of course, would be to follow the clear-cut Twelve Step direc-

tions from our basic text. My sponsor was adamant concerning the Big Book timetable, not only with for first three, 

but as prescribed throughout all the steps. I was so lucky to be afforded a Big Book sponsor. Thank you, God!  

Bob S, Richmond, IN             
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Have the monthly issues emailed 
to you directly, 

 no cost, no trouble. 

Just send your email address to 
the editors desk. 

Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com 
 

Get the Slippery When Wet 
Newsletter on your 

computer screen, mobile 
phone, tablet! 

mailto:Editor.slipperywhenwet@gmail.com

