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Slippery When Wet 
ñTo Carry This Message To Alcoholics And To Practice These Principles In All Our Affairsò 

The Big Book says "Practical expe-

rience shows that nothing will so 

much insure immunity from drink-

ing as intensive work with other 

alcoholics.  It works when other 

activities fail.... Life will take on 

new meaning!" I read those words 

and took them to heart. I was about 

18 months sober, and my life was 

improving in ways I could not begin 

to understand. I could deal with 

everyday setbacks and disappoint-

ments that had crippled me for 44 

years. I was coming to understand 

that my experience, strength and 

hope could help others.  But I was 

acutely aware that I was seeing this 

change, that the 9th step promises 

were coming true, only because I 

was following the program of AA. 

A big part of that program is ser-

vice, and a big part of service is 

bringing the hand of AA to the suf-

fering alcoholic, and correctional 

facilities are full of suffering alco-

holics. Over the years, I had heard a 

call to do service work in prisons. I 

practice of a religion that encour-

ages followers to help the needy and 

visit the prisoner. I had for most of 

my adult life been comfortable with 

helping the needy, but prisoners? 

That was for someone else. Just 

following the tenets of my religion 

hadnôt kept me sober and ignoring a 

call to service wasnôt going to keep 

me sober. My step work, my spon-

sor and the testimony of other AA 

members at meetings were all tell-

ing me, showing me, that a healthy 

service commitment was part of a 

healthy recovery program. I felt 

unworthy to serve. I had only been 

arrested once, and my sentence did-

nôt involve any prison or jail time. I 

didnôt know anyone in prison. I 

didnôt have a particularly compel-

ling recovery story to tell. My re-

covery wasnôt particularly miracu-

lous. I couldnôt be good enough. 

Yet I still felt the call to corrections. 

In prayer and meditation, listening 

carefully to my higher power and 

not to myself, I knew it was the next 

step. I signed up and was approved 

to volunteer at the Womenôs PRC. I 

didnôt even know what PRC stood 

for. I was scared and full of trepida-

tion the first time I volunteered. I 

didnôt like the locked gates and the 

feeling of being trapped.  I asked 

my higher power for help. Then I 

met the inmates. My preconceptions 

of them, and my own unworthiness 

to help melted away. ñThere but for 

the Grace of God go Iò was my 

motherôs favorite phrase when I was 

a child. In the prison I saw the liv-

ing proof of it. A bad choice in part-

ner, a couple of unlucky stops when 

driving under the influence, a slight-

ly different education and I would 

have been in their place. Almost 

three years of volunteering later, 

and every AA meeting on the inside 

shows me the power of the fellow-

ship. Just like on outside AA meet-

ings, it is the similarities we share 

that bind us. By sharing our experi-

ence, we help each other stay in 

solution. Every 1st Saturday of the 

month at 10 am the TSNAC Correc-

tions Chairs host a volunteer meet-

ing at the Alano Club.  If you can 

volunteer regularly to bring a meet-

ing into a facility, are interested in 

helping inmates reintegrate into AA 

once they are released or are able to 

just come into the prisons and jails 

for occasional meetings, please join 

us. 

To Volunteer or for more  

information 

Area 18 Treasure Valley TSNAC 

 

P.O. Box 2513, Boise ID 83701 

 

(208)-906-2745 

 
handi@idahoarea18aa.org 

 

Area18.West.Corrections@gmail.com 

 

Yours in Service, Susan D 

 

mailto:handi@idahoarea18aa.org
mailto:Area18.West.Corrections@gmail.com
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SATURDAY JUNE 22ND 11-5PM  KLEINER PARK MERIDIAN  

 PAVILION 1 LOCATED IN THE FRONT OF THE PARK 

 MUSIC, GAMES, RAFFLES AND AUCTION 

  TICKETS ARE $10.00 WHICH INCLUDES A MEAL AND DRINK 

.BUY A TICKET PRIOR TO THE EVENT AND YOU WILL BE ENTERED IN-

TO THE GRAND PRIZE DRAWING. 

(WINNER DOES NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT) 

 GRAND PRIZE DRAWING 

  

GRAND PRIZE $200 VISA GIFT CARD 

2ND PLACE $100 VISA  GIFT CARD 

3RD PLACE $50 VISA GIFT CARD  

  

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT CENTRAL OFFICE, THE BOISE ALANO 

CLUB  AND THE NAMPA ALANO CLUB 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO VOLUNTEER  

CONTACT NATHAN D. 208.761.2400 

HOSTED BY DPMG 
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Our traditions are why we are a strong community of service, recovery and unity today.  

Green cards can be instrumental in many AA memberôs recovery. Alcoholics Anonymous asks the 

courts to send us potential members. New members to AA should be welcomed with open arms. No-

body comes to AA because their life is going well. BUT, green cards or court cards or any kind of at-

tendance cards are not part of AA. Court cards or attendance cards are either part of the court system 

or a treatment program. An AA meeting should not provide green cards. Green cards come from the 

courts. The concept of proving attendance originated with the judicial system. AA leaves it up to the 

member how many meetings they attend.  

Here are two experiences I have had with court cards recently 

Example 1 

At a meeting I was attending I watched someone come up to the chair and ask for a green card. The 

chair then opened the desk drawer and gave them a brand-new green card. I mentioned that we 

shouldn't provide green cards and the answer was, ñWell they are here in the drawerò  

If we look at the long form of Tradition 3: Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety 

may call themselves an A.A. group, provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation. Provid-

ing green cards, a court system document to provide information, the demonstrates affiliation. We ask 

the courts to send us people. We cooperate by signing green cards and other documents that agencies 

give people. If we provide the documents this shows affiliation and endorsement which would be out 

of line with our preamble: A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or in-

stitution; does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endorses nor opposes any causes  

Example 2 

At the Central office we have had people come in and asked for green cards. We have had people call 

in to find out if we have green cards and where to get green cards. Apparently because AA has be-

come so enmeshed in the green card court system it appears AA is just another program in DUI-Drug-

Veteran-Mental Health-court.   

Example 3 

The basket we pass for the 7th tradition is for our contributions, not for green cards. Collecting, sign-

ing and passing back green cards takes attention and time away from the meeting. What about the new 

comer who hasnôt been sent by the court? She doesn't have a card. She may not feel ñpart ofò, think-

ing maybe only court assigned people need to go to AA.  

We need to be helpful to all AA members. AA cooperates with the courts. I know meetings that sign 

court cards after the meeting. In other meetings cards are signed by any member in attendance. AA 

meetings should be about sobriety and not about getting your card signed. What can your group do to 

help the still suffering alcoholic beside signing their green card? 

Scott H 
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I was sitting in my one-
bedroom apartment a 
few years ago in Oregon. 
It's the middle of the 
night and I'm panicked. 
My world is falling 
apart.... again. I was on 
unemployment and then 
got a job. Because of the 
wait period of the first 
check I couldn't pay my 
rent on time. This wasn't 
the first time and so they 
were evicting me. I had 
nowhere to go. I had my 
cats and dog to worry 
about, an apartment full 
of furniture and all the 
other stuff I had accumu-
lated since my divorce. 
It's completely dark out-
side and the minutes are 
ticking off one by one - 
so slowly. My mind is 
racing from one thought 
to another and then 
dwelling on the worst-
case scenario.  

My only choice is to turn 
tail and run back to Dad 
in Idaho. Thinking of 
staying in a travel trailer 
out on some isolated 
country property with 
nothing really to my 
name was scary and de-
pressing as all hell. Then 
to top it all off Dad just let 
me know that the result 
of his tests came back, 
and he has bladder can-
cer. He's always said that 
he would never do 

chemo or radiation that 
he would just let cancer 
take him. So, my mind is 
racing with losing him, 
losing me, losing, losing. 
And all I'm thinking is if I 
can just hold on until the 
7am AA meeting my 
mind will settle down. 
This is where I can look 
at the mountains, drink 
coffee and listen to the 
old timer's wisdom. This 
where my crazy brain will 
quiet down. And as I'm 
staring at the clock wait-
ing for the time I can get 
a break, I get a vague 
sense of Deja vu - but 
not quite. It's like I've 
watched the clock before 
waiting for the hands to 
signal the hour of re-
lief...but when? 

Then I giggled... I re-
member all the mornings 
that I would wake up at 4 
or 5 and need that morn-
ing drink to stop the 
shakes. The problem 
was that I had run out of 
booze the night before 
and had to wait until the 
grocery store opened to 
at least grab a bottle or 
two of wine until I could 
get the good stuff at the 
liquor at 10:00. I would 
be hanging on by my fin-
gernails waiting for the 
clock to show 5:30 am. 
Safeway could sell alco-
hol at 6 am so if I left at 

5:30, drove to the store, 
grabbed French bread 
and spaghetti sauce 
along with the wine (you 
know so it would look like 
I was shopping for din-
ner...like the checker did-
n't notice the shaking and 
bloodshot eyes) I would 
be in line at 6:01! Then 
I'd barely make it to the 
parking lot before break-
ing into the first bottle (I 
always go the twist off 
bottles - no corkscrews 
for me.) 

What a difference living 
sober has made. Instead 
of reaching for the bottle 
when I was freaking out I 
was reaching out for the 
hand of AA. Recovery 
comes with so many mir-
acles, you just have to 
look for them! 

Heather K 
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Newsletter Subscription 

Have Slippery When Wet 

Delivered To Your Door 

Via USPS 

One Year For $12.00 

BACK ALLEY 

BIG BOOK STUDY 

Thursday Nights At 7pm 

Involve Church Training Center 

224 17th  Ave. S, Nampa Idaho 

Cross Streets are 16th and 3rd 

Use Side entrance on 3rd 

Meeting is located downstairs  In the  Cafeteria  

This is a open meeting Welcoming Alanon Family 

groups as well. 

 

WHERE DOES 
IT SAY THAT  

(In The)  

Big Book Study 
 

Wednesdayôs @7PM  

 

Boise Alano Club 

3820 Cassia Street Boise 

 

Upstairs 
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